


@ Gerrisli-%ggins Scliooc Dist rict 
Donald E Mick. SuDermtendent 

702 Lake Street, Pb Box 825 
Roscommon, Michigan 48653 

(989) 275-6600 

Request for Waiver 

July 3,2003 

Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 - 12” Street, sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

CC Docket No. 02-6 

Applicant Name: Gemsh Higgins School District 
Form 471 Application Number: 338493 
Billed Entity Number: 13 11 23 
FRN: 930836,930837,930841,930843,942557,942557 
Funding Year: 2003 

This is a Request for Waiver on our Funding Year 2003 Form 471 Certification 
Postmarked Outside of Window letter dated April 28, 2003. It stated that our Form 471 
Certification was postmarked on 04/16/2003, which was true of our second mailing of the 
certification that we were told to send in as our first certification that was mailed within 
the window could not be found at the SLD. 

Our first mailing of our certification was on 01/20/2003 (see enclosed “COPY A” as 
originally signed). The three page certification was sent in with our Item 21 Attachments 
(see enclosed “COPY B” of original cover sheet). A return receipt was received fiom the 
SLD dated 01/24/2003 (see enclosed “COPY C” return receipt). 

As you can see from the enclosed “Admin. Decision on Appeal” letter dated June 9,2003 
(see enclosed “COPY D 2 pages), the documents were received by the SLD as stated 
with the claim from the SLD, that the 3 page Form 471 certificaton, while it was listed on 
the contents page, was not included. We, however, claim that it was included (see 
enclosed “COPY E”) and can’t understand why they don’t have it. If we had not sent it, 
we should have the original signature pages but we do not, only a copy with our records. 
We contend that it is possible, with all the paperwork coming into the SLD offices, these 
could have been mislaid onto another school’s pile or simply just lost. 



To give “persuasive evidence” demonstrating that the Form 471 Certification was 
included in the Jan. 20,2003 mailing, we offer the following additional information. Our 
contact person assists over 40 other schools with their USF paperwork and had over 50 
other Form 471 Certifications mailed by each school in the same method; a cover sheet 
listing the items sent, which included the 3 page Form 471 Certification along with the 
Item 21 Attachments and Block 4 Attachment. All of the items were received and within 
the window. Examples of those schools can be documented within the SLD database and 
the SLD can verify this information using the following Entity numbers: 13 1671, 
131677,131113,131682, and 131155. 

We are asking that you review this information and grant us this waiver to certify our 471 
Application Certification was “Received within Window”. 

If you have any questions regarding this request, please refer them to our contact person, 
Stan Garter, 11297 Fairway Dr., Roscommon, MI 48653,989-275-7798, fax 989-275- 
6469, starr(ii,techulex.com. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerfi, 

Donald E. Mick 
Superintendent 

Enclosures: Copy A, B, C, D, and E 

http://starr(ii,techulex.com


. I cemfy that the entty(bm6) I r e p r m t  has ccinplied with all pmgram rules and I acknowledge ulat 
lure to do so may reoull in denial of discount fundlng and/or canwllation of lwrdhlg mmmibnmb. 

lhal lhe dscounl level used for shared s(yyms 1% COndiUOnal. for future y e a .  upan 
most dlsadvantaged schools md libraries lhal am trealed as shanng in the servlce 
-le shared  benefits from l w e  services 

tze M I may be audllsd pursuanl to ths application. I will Islain for fnre years any and all 
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the AdminisIrator such remms 

. I d f y  that I am authorized lo submd thio request on behalf of the ebowwtmed insticution. Ulal I 
we examvled this request and to the best of my knowledge, informallon. and belief. all S$tements of 

mn(ahed hermn are true 

471 Appllcatkn Numbor: 338499 
GERRISH HIGGINS SCHOOL DlST 

814 LA)(E SI 
ROSCOMMON, MI 48653 4825 

mons willfully making false statements on thls  form can be punished by fine or forleitun, 
under the Communications Act, 41 US.C.Secs. 502,503(b), or fine or lmprlsonmnl under TlUe 
18 of the United States Code. $8 U.S.C.Sac. 100'1. 
Tho Americans with Dirabillties Aft, lhe Individuals with Disabilltles Education Act and the 
Rehabilltation Act may Impose obligations on entities to make the servicer purchased with thw 
dkcounts accessible to and usable by people with dlsabilities. 

. . . 
- 

1/13/2003 



ITEM 21 ATTACHMENTS 
Entity Number: 131123 Application Form Identifier: 471-6131123-01 
Contact Person: Starr Garter Phone Number: 989-275-7798 

471 Application Number: 338493 

Enclosed are: 
Signature page that was signed and sent in postmarked by 02/6/03 
Attachments: A, B, C, D, E and F 
Block 4 Attachment: G 

Attachment A: Venzon is our local telephone service (12 lines and a T-1 circuit), 

Attachment B: LDMI provides some of our long distance service. 

Attachment C: TTI National provides some of our long distance service 

Attachment D: Nextel provides our cellular service for educational purposes 

Attachment E: SBCiAmeritech provides a T-1 for St. Helen's Elementary. 

Attachment F: SBCAmeritech provides our telephone service for our Alternative Ed. 

Attachment G: SM-4012-SL Free/Reduced Lunch Report 

Thank you, 
Starr Garter 
starr@techplex.com 

mailto:starr@techplex.com


Universal Service Administrative Company 
Schools & Libraries Division 

Administrator’s Decision on Appeal - Funding Year 2003-2004 

June 9,2003 

Donald E. Mick, Superintendent 
Gemsh-Higgins School District 
702 Lake Street Box 825 
Roscommon. MI 48653 

Re: Billed Entity Number: 131123 
471 Application Number: 338493 
Funding Request Number(s): 930836,930837,930841,930843,942557, 

942561 
Your Correspondence Dated: May 2,2003 

After thorough review and investigation of all relevant facts, the Schools and Libraries 
Division (“SLD’) of the Universal Service Adminiseative Company (“USAC”) has made 
its decision in regard to your appeal of SLD’s Year 2003 Form 471 Certification 
Postmarked Outside of Window Letter for the Application Number indicated above. This 
letter explains the basis of SLD’s decision. The date of this letter begins the 60-day time 
period for appealing this decision to the Federal Communications Commission (‘FCC”). 
If your letter of appeal included more than one Application Number, please note that for 
each application for which an appeal is submitted, a separate letter is sent. 

Funding Request Number: 930836,930837,930841,930843,942557,942561 
Decision on Appeal: 
Explanation: 

Denied in full 

In your letter of appeal, you state that your first mailing of the Form 471 
certification was on January 20,2003. You state that the Form 471 Certification 
was included with y o u  item 21 attachments for which a return receipt dated 
January 24,2003 was received by the SLD. You agree with the postmark date of 
April 16, 2003 as indicated in the Outside of Window Letter but state that this was 
the second mailing of the certification that was made since your first certification 
could not be found at the SLD. You are asking SLD to accept your Form 471 
Application Certification as received within the window. 

Upon thorough review of this appeal, it has been determined that the SLD did 
receive a certified mailing from the applicant which was postmarked on Jan~ary 
20,2003. However, according to SLD records this package included attachments 

. 

Box 125 -Correspondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany, New Jersey 07981 
Visit us online at: hnp;l/www..sl.universslsarvice.org 

http://hnp;l/www..sl.universslsarvice.org


A through F of item 21 documentation and attachment G, which is a fiedreduced 
lunch report, but did not include the Form 471 Certification. Although listed on 
the contents page, the Form 471 certification was not included and the applicant 
has not provided persuasive evidence demonstrating that the Form 471 
certification was included in the January 20,2003 mailing. Consequently, the 
appeal is denied since the first Form 471 certification received by SLD was 
postmarked on April 16,2003, which is after the close of the Funding Year 2003 
filing window. Program rules for Funding Year 2003 require that Form 471 
Certifications be posbnarked no later than February 6,2003 in order for the 
request to receive consideration as inside the window. 

If you believe there is a basis for further examination of your application, you may file an 
appeal with the Federal Communications Commission (YCC). You should refer to CC 
Docket No. 02-6 on the first page of your appeal to the FCC. Your appeal must be 

LETTER. Failure to meet this requirement will result in automatic dismissal of your 
appeal. Further information and options for filing an appeal directly with the FCC can be 
found in the “Appeals Procedure” posted in the Reference Area of the SLD web site or by 
contacting the Client Service Bureau. We strongly recommend that you use either the e- 
mail or fax filing options because of continued substantial delays in mail delivery to the 
FCC. If you are submitting your appeal via United States Postal Service, send to: FCC, 
Office of the Secretary, 445 12th Street SW, Washington, DC 20SS4. 

RECEIVED BY THE FCC U ~ I T E ~  60 DAYS OF THE ABOVE DATE ON THIS 

We thank you for your continued support, patience, and cooperation during the appeal 
process. 

Schools and Libraries Division 
Universal Service Administrative Company 

Box 125 -Correspondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany, Ncw l a scy  07981 
Visit us online at: h u p : / ~ . s l . u n i v e r s a l s ~ N i c e . o ~  
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@ Gerris/i-%ggins Scfioocaistrict 
_ _  

Donald E. Mick, Superintendent 
702 Lake Street, PO Box 825 
Roscommon, Michigan 48653 

(989) 275-6600 

July 3,2003 

Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 - 1 2 ' ~  Street, sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

CC Docket No. 02-6 

I am the person responsible for making sure that the Gemsh Higgins Schools 
superintendent, Donald E. Mick, signed the Form 471 Certification on Jan. 20,2003 and 
then making sure that the 3 page form was mailed to the SLD with the Item 21 and Block 
4 Attachments. 

I have in my file a copy of the Form 471 Certification but not the original because it was 
sent as stated with the Item 21 and Black 4 Attachments. I know that it is only a copy as 
we are instructed to use a Blue ink pen when signing the SLD forms. 

Signed, 

Shay Andgson 
Business Manager 
Gemsh Higgins School District 


